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MESSAGE FROM 
THE MINISTER FOR 
ENVIRONMENT AND 
TOURISM AND THE 
MINISTER FOR SCIENCE 
AND INNOVATION, 

THE HONOURABLE 
ANDREW POWELL MP

MESSAGE FROM DOUGLAS  
SHIRE MAYOR,

LISA SCOMAZZON

WELCOME

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Port Douglas 
Carnivale, celebrating the energy and diversity of 
Port Douglas.

The Queensland Government is proud to support 
Port Douglas Carnivale through the Tourism and 
Events Queensland’s Homegrown Fund, backing 
events developed in our state and connecting them 
with the destinations they call home.

Homegrown events play an important role in 
showcasing new ideas, celebrating culture and 
creating memorable visitor experiences, while 
contributing to Queensland’s events calendar.

Beyond Port Douglas Carnivale, I encourage visitors 
to explore Port Douglas and the Daintree and enjoy 
the many tourism experiences Queensland has to 
offer.

Congratulations to the organisers and all involved in 
delivering Port Douglas Carnivale and contributing 
to Queensland’s dynamic Homegrown events 
sector.

Welcome to Port Douglas Carnivale 2026, a 
celebration of community, culture and the 
unique spirit of our region.

Across 10 days, our seaside town comes alive 
with an exciting program of events inspired 
by this year’s theme, Ancient Wonders, a nod 
to the rich natural beauty and stories that 
shape Douglas Shire.

The festivities build into a spectacular main 
weekend, with Savannah Sounds once again 
taking over Rex Smeal Park for three days 
of live music headlined by Jon Stevens and 
Vanessa Amorosi. The iconic Macrossan 
Street Parade brings colour, creativity and 
community to the heart of town, while 
The Longest Lunch and Temple Feast offer 
signature dining experiences showcasing 
the very best of our local produce and 
hospitality.

Families will enjoy the much-loved Tin 
Shed Family Beach Day, alongside a diverse 
program of markets, exhibitions and 
community events that highlight the very 
best of our region.

Carnivale would not be possible without 
the incredible dedication of our event 
organisers, performers, volunteers and 
local businesses. Their passion continues to 
create an event that not only entertains, but 
strengthens our community and supports 
our local economy.

Thank you for joining us for Port Douglas 
Carnivale 2026, we hope you enjoy every 
moment of this special celebration.

Port Douglas Carnivale acknowledges the Traditional Owners of Country throughout Australia, 
and pays respect to Elders past and present and extends that respect to all Aboriginal and Torres 
Straight Islander people who attend Port Douglas Carnivale.
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Port Douglas Carnivale commences with the much-

loved Macrossan Street Parade, a highlight that 

brings together the community and visitors alike.  

This year’s theme, ‘Ancient Wonders’, celebrates 

the unique natural beauty, culture and community 

spirit of the Douglas region. 

The parade starts at 6.30pm. The fireworks display 

will start at approximately 8pm at the conclusion 

of the parade. Fireworks will launch from a tender 

on the water with Rex Smeal Park offering the best 

vantage point to take it all in. The sideshow alley at 

Market Park will open with rides and amusements 

from 4.30pm. 

STREET PARADE
AND FIREWORKS

Friday, 22 May

CELEBRATIONS  
4.30pm onwards 
STREET PARADE 6.30PM 
Fireworks at 8pm 

 MACROSSAN

FREE

EVENT

1

Special thanks  

to MC for the night  

Mark Littler,  

announcer at  

103.5 HIT FM  

Cairns
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Australian dance icons Sneaky Sound System take to the  

Reef Unlimited Savannah Sounds stage on Friday night, bringing 

their signature mix of house, electro and chart-topping hits to 

Port Douglas Carnivale. Since their triple platinum debut, the 

duo have delivered favourites like UFO, Pictures and I Love It, 

alongside global club collaborations and festival sets that have 

kept crowds moving for nearly two decades.

Other acts taking to the stage include DJ Andy, Raconteurs 

and Kairos Kin, before Sneaky Sound System close out the 

night from 9.30pm. Single night tickets are available or make a 

weekend of it with a three-day pass.

SNEAKY SOUND 
SYSTEM REX SMEAL PARK

TICKETS: ADULTS $25 • CONCESSION / YOUTH $20 (13-17 YEARS) 
12 YEARS OLD AND UNDER FREE WITH TICKETED ADULT

Friday, 22 May 

GATES OPEN 4PM
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Sideshow Alley will take over 
Market Park for four days of 
family-friendly entertainment. 

WED	 6.30PM – 9.30PM

THURS	 6PM – 9.30PM

FRI	 4PM – LATE

SAT	 6PM – 9.30PM

Kick off the Port Douglas Carnivale celebrations with the 
Kids Disco on Macrossan Street, the perfect warm-up for 
the Street Parade. DJ ACE will keep young partygoers 
entertained with sing-along favourites, dance hits and fun 
moves to get everyone grooving. This free event starts at 
4.30pm at the family-friendly parade viewing area outside 
Rattle N’ Hum Bar and Grill. 

At the front of Rattle n Hum Macrossan Street  
KIDS DISCO
The Famous Carnivale 
Friday, 22 May 4.30pm – 6.30pm

FREE
EVENT

1

WEDNESDAY, 20 MAY – SATURDAY, 23 MAY

SIDESHOW
ALLEY MARKET 

PARK

Locals’ Night will be held on Wednesday 20 May, 
offering unlimited rides from 6.30pm to 9.30pm 
for $30. Single ride tickets are also available. Please 
check before purchasing tickets as height restrictions 
apply for rides. Ticket box opens from 6pm.

4
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From kite surfing and sand sculpting to petting zoos 
and story time, Family Beach Day is packed with fun 
for all ages. Enjoy Sea Circus’ high-energy games 
from 10am - 2pm and Waste to Wonder interactive 
games.

Kites QLD take to the skies at 10am, and the action 
continues with a skydive display at 11.30am, 
followed by The Space Cowboy performance at 
12.30pm and sandcastle judging. Savannah Sounds 
hits the Tin Shed Beach Bar from 11am. Add in 
amusements, food trucks, markets and more and 
it’s a full day of free, beachside fun. 

Kites Display Alongside all-day entertainment 
the Family Beach Day is famous for, be wowed by 
Kites QLD’s Monster Kite Display.

WindSwell Sessions Experience the thrill of 
water sports with WindSwell Sessions. Try kite 
surfing, stand-up paddleboarding, or enjoy 
bumper tube rides. With first-class training and 
guaranteed fun for everyone, it’s an opportunity 
not to be missed. 

8am to Noon • Some sports  
free • Tube rides from $20. 

BEACH HIRE Deck chairs AND  
surf board hire all day.

Dogs on or off leads, are not permitted on the 
beach from the access ramp to the rocks, in the 
event space for beach day activities. Thank You.

TIN SHED  
FAMILY BEACH 
DAY

2

HIGHLIGHTS
8am	 WindSwell’s Come and try Kite 

Surfing 

9am 	 Quicksilver Sand Sculpting 
Competition entry 

9am 	 Little Lifesaver games

12.30pm	 Story Time with Ecky Gecky

10am – 2pm	 Sea Circus take over and DJ Postie 
takes to the stage, Crystal Caves 
Treasure Hunt, Tug of War, Hula 
Hooping, Juggling and Sack Races – 
lots of fun for all

10am – 3pm	 Free kite making workshop  
with Kites Qld 

10am – 3pm	 Splash Park and Giant Inflatable 
Waterslide

10am – 3pm	 Waste to Wonder interactive games 
for kids

10am – 4pm	 Tin Shed Beach Bar

11.30am	 Skydive Display by Skydive Australia

12.30pm	 The Space Cowboy performance!

1pm 	 African Drumming Workshop

1.30pm 	  Skydive display by FNQ Free Divers

1.30pm 	 Sand Sculpting Judging

2pm 	 Quicksilver Sand Sculpting winners 
announced followed by Salsa in the 
Sand with Jose from Sabor Dance

FREE

EVENTSATURDAY, 23 May

Four Mile Beach • 9am – 3pm 
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Dixie Park
SUGAR WHARF

REX SMEAL PARK

Anzac PARK

MARKET PARK

CrystalBrook 
Superyacht Marina

13

5
9

8

3

4

COSMOS

Port Douglas 
YATCH CLUB

CENTRAL HOTEL

7

14

Port Douglas 
COMMUNITY HALL

Watch Port Douglas light up after 
dark as Tropic Lights radiate the 
Sugar Wharf into a stunning 
spectacle. Vivid large scale 
projections presented by Culture 
Mechanics breathtakingly shape the 
atmosphere of the foreshore and 
festival zone.

PRESENTED BY DOUGLAS SHIRE 
COUNCIL AND CULTURE MECHANICS

Tropic Lights 
FRiday, 22 May – Sunday, 24 May 	

9

FREE
EVENT

Sugar Wharf 
From 6.30pm 



Four Mile Beach

Douglash Dash 
STARting point 

Macrossan Street

12

1

6

2

16

PORT DOUGLAS SURF 
LIFE SAVING CLUB

MOSSMAN
Sheraton grand mirage 

port douglas

Pullman Port 
Douglas Sea Temple 

Resort & Spa

11

HEAD TOWARDS 
THE HIGHWAY FOR 

THESE VENUES

15

17

REYNOLDS PARK

FRiday, 22 May – Sunday, 24 May 	

Port Douglas Race Week 
Port Douglas Race Week 2026 
brings together world-class 

sailing, tropical scenery and 
a fun social program both on 

and off the water.

Hosted by the Port Douglas 
Yacht Club, this iconic regatta 
delivers thrilling racing by 
day and lively waterfront 
entertainment by night.

Monday, 18 MAY – SUNDAY, 24 MAY	

Port Douglas Yacht Club 

BOOKINGS WWW.CARNIVALE.COM.AU WWW.CARNIVALE.COM.AU

13
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Ancient 
Tales 

Step into a world of Ancient Wonders with Sea 
Circus Productions at Carnivale. Journey through 
rainforest and reef as myth, music and circus collide 
with jaw-dropping aerials and fire dancing. Dress 
as your favourite god, goddess or creature and join 
the fun both on and off the stage.

SURF LIFE SAVING CLUB
Doors Open 6pm 
Showtime 6.30pm 

FRIDAY, 15 May 

TICKETS: ADULTS $35 • CHILDREN $20 • 
5 YEARS OLD AND UNDER FREE 

6

SEA CIRCUS PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 

Flashback Vinyl Heaven 
Retro After Party 

SATURDAY, 23 MAY 

Keep the energy going long after the final encore 
with the Retro After Party, the official late-night 
destination following Savannah Sounds.

Step into a throwback atmosphere where classic 
hits, timeless beats and feel-good nostalgia take 
over the dancefloor. From disco and funk to 80s 
and 90s anthems, this is your chance to relive the 
soundtrack of generations in a high-energy setting.

With three DJs spinning crowd favorites, fun retro 
styling and a buzzing late-night crowd, the Retro 
After Party delivers the perfect continuation of  
an unforgettable Carnivale weekend.

9pm – 2Am

CENTRAL HOTEL 7
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Salsa Workshop 
FRIDAY, 22 MAY 

Celebrate the opening of Carnivale in style with an 
exclusive cocktail evening on the water. Step aboard a 
premium catamaran for a two hour cruise featuring live 
music from Australian artists, delicious canapés, select 
beverages and a spectacular fireworks display. With 
multiple viewing decks and a relaxed ‘barefoot cocktail’ 
dress code, it’s the perfect way to kick off the festivities.

Carnivale 
Cocktail and 
FIreworks 
Cruise

FRIDAY, 22 May

Ancient 
Tales 

FRIDAY, 15 May 

6.30PM - 8.30pm 

Join Keep On Dancing for a special Salsa Workshop with international 
performer and World Salsa Solos Champion Mary Grace Anderson. 
Open to all levels, this fun and engaging class will have you moving with 
confidence in no time.

Mossman Shire Hall 10Am – 11Am

TICKETS: $35

TICKETS: $160 PER PERSON

CRYSTALBROOK  
SUPERYACHT MARINA

WITH JAMIE JESUS AND MARY-GRACE ANDERSON

3

16
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Calling all dog lovers. Join the fun at Pooch Party - a tail-wagging 

morning of furry festivities including the Best Dressed Dog 

Beach Parade. Meet at Reynolds Park on Garrick Street at 9.30am 

and parade to the Port Douglas Surf Club via Four Mile Beach. 

Competitions then kick off at 10am with prizes for best dressed, 

best trick, waggiest tail, owner/dog lookalike and more. Enjoy a 

BBQ thanks to Malone’s Butchers and free kids’ activities with 

support from Port Douglas Vets. $5 donation per competition 

entry to go to Paws & Claws animal shelter. 

SATURDAY, 23 May 9.30am - 12pm

Port Douglas Surf Life Saving Club  

SUNDAY, 24 May • Market Park • 8am – 1.30pm

Explore the charm of the Port Douglas Sunday Markets, set in the 

shaded Market Park along the waterfront. Stroll through a variety 

of stalls featuring local arts, crafts, jewellery, fresh produce and 

unique finds. Treat yourself to market favourites like hot crepes 

and freshly pressed sugarcane juice. Whether you are searching 

for a special keepsake or just enjoying the laid-back atmosphere, 

the Sunday Markets are a perfect way to spend the morning.

SUNDAY MARKETS 

Discover the Tropical Spectrum Art Exhibition, presented 

by Douglas Arts Studio Gallery (DAB). Showcasing a vibrant 

collection of locally created works, from paintings and 

pottery to glass, mosaics and mixed media, this exhibition 

celebrates the creativity of local artists. With all pieces 

available for purchase, it’s the perfect place to find 

something truly unique. Entry by gold coin donation.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

6

4

Tropical SPECTRUM 
MONDAY, 18 MAY TO THURSDAY, 28 MAY  
9.30AM – 4pm • Port Douglas Community Hall, Mowbray St

POOCH PARTY

14

CRYSTALBROOK Superyacht Marina



SATURDAY, 23 May 9.30am - 12pm

Port Douglas Surf Life Saving Club  

FREE
EVENTS

TUESDAY, 19 MAY – SUNDAY, 24 MAY  
10AM - 5PM daily • Sugar Wharf

Presented by Port Douglas Artists Inc., Go Troppo 
returns to the Sugar Wharf, bringing together the 
region’s leading visual artists in a stunning showcase of 
creativity. A favourite for both locals and visitors, this 
exhibition features an inspiring collection of paintings, 
sculptures, ceramics, printmaking, weavings and 
multimedia. The exhibition officially opens on Monday, 
18 May at 5.30pm, all welcome.

GO TROPPO ART 
EXHIBITION 9

3

Step inside the world’s first Living Coral Biobank at Forever Reef, located 
at the Crystalbrook Superyacht Marina. This groundbreaking facility is 
dedicated to preserving coral biodiversity, offering visitors the chance 
to see live coral collections up close and learn about vital conservation 
efforts protecting the Great Barrier Reef.

As part of Port Douglas Carnivale, a limited number of free tickets for 
a one-hour guided tour are available each day. This exclusive offer 
gives attendees the chance to engage with marine conservation while 
exploring one of the most innovative reef preservation projects in the 
world. Visit the Carnivale website to redeem this offer. 

CRYSTALBROOK Superyacht Marina

Monday, 11 MAY - SATURDay, 23 May

THE FOREVER REEF PROJECT 
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DOUGLAS 
DASH
Southern End of Four Mile Beach

Sunday, 24 May 8am

REGISTRATION $25 

Dynamic Running are proud to present 
the return of the Douglas Dash. This pure 
distance trail run starts at the Southern end 
of Four Mile Beach and ends at Rex Smeal 
Park. Runners will tackle four kilometres 
of beach before navigating the challenging 
1.5-kilometre cross-country terrain of 
Flagstaff Trail. Times will be recorded and all 
ages and abilities are welcome to join this 
inclusive event during Carnivale.

15

Rev up for the Coastal Show & Shine Motor Show at 
Reynolds Park this Carnivale. Discover a stunning lineup 
of vintage, classic and unique vehicles, meet passionate 
owners and hear the stories behind each ride. With live 
music, food, coffee and a relaxed park-side vibe, it’s a 
great day out for all ages. Vote for your favourites via gold 
coin donation supporting a local charity. 

Coastal Show 
& Shine REYNOLDS PARK

SUNDAY, 24 MAY • 10am - 2pm

17



Savannah Sounds returns to Rex Smeal Park for 
three days of live music as part of Port Douglas 
Carnivale, bringing national touring acts, emerging 
artists and local favourites together on one 
waterfront stage. Set against the Coral Sea, the 
festival has quickly become a highlight of the 
Carnivale weekend, offering a relaxed, open-air 
music experience just steps from the heart of town.

Friday night sets the tone with a family-friendly 
line-up, building from local DJs into live acts before 
the night closes with Sneaky Sound System. With 
fireworks lighting up the sky and the music carrying 
on into the evening, it’s an easy way to turn 
Carnivale celebrations into a full night out.

Saturday delivers the biggest line-up of the 
weekend, with powerhouse performances from Jon 
Stevens, bringing the hits from Noiseworks, INXS 
and his solo career, alongside Vanessa Amorosi 
and Kingswood, plus a strong supporting bill 
throughout the afternoon.

Sunday rounds out the weekend with a laid-back 
afternoon of music, culminating in legendary Aussie 
act Dragon.

With food trucks, a licensed bar and a program 
designed to let visitors enjoy the region by day and 
music by night, Savannah Sounds is a Carnivale 
experience not to be missed.

SAVANNAH  
SOUNDS
Rex Smeal Park

Friday, 22 May – Sunday, 24 May 

SINGLE-DAY, MULTI-DAY AND VIP EXPERIENCES AVAILABLE. 
VISIT THE WEBSITE FOR TICKET OPTIONS.

CHECK OUT THE FULL PROGRAM ON PAGE 9.

10

REYNOLDS PARK

SUNDAY, 24 MAY • 10am - 2pm
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TEMPLE FEAST
Indulge in Temple Feast at Pullman 
Port Douglas. A refined long lunch 
experience set on the Lagoon View 

Terrace. Enjoy a vibrant, share-style 
menu inspired by celebrity chef 

Nat Thaipun, paired with curated 
beverages and live music by Amber 

Farnan. Designed for connection and 
flavour, this is a relaxed yet elevated 
dining experience celebrating food, 
community and tropical style.

Pullman Port Douglas Sea Temple Resort & Spa

SUNDAY, 24 May 	 1pm -4pm

Get ready to turn up the heat at Temple of Fire. 
As the sun sets, Port Douglas ignites with an 
unforgettable night of fire, flavour and rhythm. 
Wander through a vibrant food laneway, sip 
premium drinks and dance under the stars as DJs 
and performers bring the energy. As darkness falls, 
spectacular fire dancers light up the night sky.

12

TEMPLE OF FIRE
SATURDAY, 23 May    5.30pm - 10pm 

PULLMAN PORT DOUGLAS SEA TEMPLE RESORT & SPA

12

TICKETS: $145 + 
BOOKING FEE

TICKETS: $89 + BOOKING FEE INCLUDES 

WELCOME DRINK + 3 FOOD VOUCHERS 
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TEMPLE FEAST

Celebrate Carnivale in style at Cosmos Cocktail 
Party. Expect elegant cocktails, exclusive darts 
, and a live DJ from 8pm. Come dressed to 
impress and make it a night to remember.

Cosmos 
Cocktail 
Lounge

Dress to Impress at 
SATURDAY, 23 MAY

5PM - LATE 

Step away from the crowds and discover Far North Queensland’s finest at Brewed & 
Distilled: The Local Pour. Meet the makers from Hemingway’s Brewery and Devils Thumb 
Distillery as they share tastings, stories and local insights. Enjoy guided sessions at 3pm 
(Devils Thumb Spirits) and 4pm (Hemingway’s Beers), plus spot prizes. The perfect 
Carnivale escape for craft beer and spirits lovers.

Hemingway’s Brewery Port Douglas
The Local Pour 
Brewed and Distilled: 
SATURDay, 23 May 2pm –5pm

9 Grant St, Port Douglas 

3

8
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TICKETS: FROM $295 + BOOKING FEE

INCLUDES A $10 DONATION TO  
LOCAL CHARITY, K.I.N.D

THE LONGEST LUNCH
Sheraton Grand Mirage REsort Port Douglas 

FRIDAY, 22 MAY 

Taking place along Sheraton Grand Mirage 
Resort Port Douglas’ spectacular palm-lined 
entryway, this year’s Longest Lunch is not to be 
missed. After welcome cocktails, caviar and 
oysters in the entry lounge, take your seat at 
the long table for a true culinary extravaganza. 
Enjoy four delicious courses from the resort’s 
award-winning culinary team, a premium 
free-flow beverage package and a live DJ set by 
Cairns’ favourite entertainer, DJ Andy.

ITALIAN FEAST 
UNDER THE 
STARS

The Italian Feast Under the Stars returns as a special 
Carnivale edition long-table dining experience set 
outdoors under the night sky. This exclusive event 
honours Tropical North Queensland’s Italian cane 
farming heritage through a thoughtfully prepared 
four-course feasting menu paired with Italian wines, 
alongside Italian opera performances and stories 
from local families who helped shape the region’s 
agricultural history.

Sheraton Grand Mirage REsort Port Douglas 

FRIday, 15 May 

TICKETS: $179 PLUS BOOKING FEE

12Pm – 3pm

11

11

5.30pm – 9pm
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Mirage  
CARNIVALE CLASSIC
MIRAGE COUNTRY CLUB, PORT DOUGLAS 

SUNDAY, 24 MAY

Tee off at the Mirage Carnivale 
Classic, a premier golfing event 
at the Mirage Country Club. 
Enjoy a day on the greens with 
a challenging course and friendly 
competition. Whether you are 
chasing a personal best or just in it 
for the fun, this event promises a 
fantastic day for golfers of all levels. 

REGISTRATION $120 PER PERSON 

The iconic, Ibiza beachfront vibes of 
Café del Mar are coming to Port Douglas 
for one-night only. Experience an 
elevated sunset soirée along Sheraton 
Grand Mirage Resort Port Douglas’s 
Main Beach lagoon pool, accompanied 
by Café del Mar Sydney DJ Frankie 
Romano on the decks. Enjoy drinks 
from fabulous pop-up cocktail bars, 
gourmet nibbles and evening swims 
while soaking in a spectacular Tropical 
North Queensland’s sunset. Choose 
from three entry packages, including 
general admission to private poolside 
cabanas with French champagne. 

TICKETS: FROM $60 PLUS BOOKING FEE

SHERATON SUNSET 
SESSIONS X CAFÉ DEL MAR

Saturday, 16 May

11

11

 4.30pm - 8.30pm




